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Teowrtate MnroomoAita Olomouc kat Brno, év Xoiot® t@ Oe® Alav ayarnté
Kal meQumobnte adeAdé kai cvAAettovgyé e MUV Metodtrtog klELEe LUHEWY,
XaQ1s &in 1) uetéoa TepdtnTL KAl €loNVN T O€o.

Toyxavet yvwotov kal émpepagruonuévov, €k T EKKANOLAoTIKNG lotopiag
0AAG kal &k TG dvd TOUC aivag péXoL ONHEQOV TIOQEIRG TNG OTQATEVOUEVNS
ExxAnolag év 1@ xkéopw, 6t 0 kaB Nuas Aywwrtatos AmootoAkds kai
[atouxgxkog Oixovuevikds Opovog, TEds Toig &dAAog mEovopiog kai evBVVALG
avToL, KEKTNTAL Kol TV OPeeTikn|v kKavovikijv duxkoviav kai péouvav Umég Thg
evotabelag kal katd Oedv evnuegias kal NG AMEOCKOTTOL OCLVeXioEWS TNG
OWTNEWWAOLG dakoviag mEAS TOV AVOQWTOV MACAV TAV KATA TOTIOUS AYWTATWV
ObB0d6éwv ExkAnoiawv, évegyet d¢ mavtote 6 mEémov petd e deovong ovveneiag
TROG TAG AQXas TN VEB0dGEOL Kavovikig Taéews Kal agaddoews kKal DTEeTEL TO
KOAQGS ¢VVOOUUEVOV OUUDEQOV eite D& THV TEOAN v elte kal duk v Bepameiav
Taong &vdexouévng 1 mbavic magekkAioews ¢k TtV kabegwuévawv dplwv, &
€0evto ol matégeg UV Kai émekbowoe ouvodik@s év Ayiw ITveduatt 1) ExkAnoia.

Lupdwvws mEog TV KAVOVIKNV Kai EKKANOIoAOY KTV &1V Tabtv, 1) Mrjtno
Ayila 100 XQuotob MeydAn ‘ExkAnoia, afodoyrjoaca év kawe altua tod &v
¢ paxaQuotois Agxtemiokomov Ilodyas kai maong Toexiog xai LAoBakiog kvQod
‘AwoBéov, ATOKAELOTIKY KAVOVIKY EVOLVOPOOW dKALWUATL XQWHEVT), EkQrvev STLT
év Toexia wai ZAoPaxia '0pB6dofoc ExkkAnoia EmArjgov Téte mavia Td
TIQOPAETIOUEVA  KAVOVIKA KQUTHOWX Sk TV aviuPwoy avtig els avtokédarov kal
avtodéonotov ExxkAnoiav, émnuAdynoe d¢ év étet 1998w duk IatouaQx koD fuav kal
Luvodikov Topov 16 avtoképatov avtis.

‘H Mnmo ExxAnoia ¢ KovotavtivovndAews, ovv T petaddoet 1o Gpwtog
s ‘0OpB0d6Eov aANnBeing mEd ddeka oxeddV aiwvwy eic TOUS AaoVS TV XWOWV
ToUTWV, KABds Kkal Tt 6Ang eﬁgvtégag\MoQa[Siag, TEOPRATA, WS YVWOTOV, KAl &lg
TIAOAG TAG AT AVTNG €VEQYEIng Kal Kavovikds medéelg, puetd mMoAA@V Buolwv kal
KWdUVWV @rodounoe v avtokédparov ExkAnoiav tic Toexiag kai g ZAoBakiag,
wote émi OTeQEAS TETQAS kai PAoews va& ovvexion va mogevmtat altn TV
OWTEWWAN AMOOTOANV alTAG, év WEWOTNTL, &ls olkodounv ToD CWUATOS TOD
Xowoto, Twv '0eB0d6EwV mioTdV.

‘H Mnme ExxAnoia, magakoAovboboa ék To0 oUVEYYUS TAVTOTE WéV, @G
HOQTUQEL 1] pakQd petald v d0o ExkAnoidv dAAnAoypadia, idia d¢ teAsvtaing
TV ano g UnoPoAfic TG MaQauTioews ToD uéXoL mEO TVOS Emi kedbaAfS THS
avto0L ExxAnoiag Mak. Agxtemiordmov kvgiov Xoiotodpdgov éEeAocopévnv ovi,
ws B4 Avepéveto, OHAAQDG EKKANOLAOTIKV KATAOTAOLY, KatéBade maocav
nooTidBelav vioxvoews g Tegagying, Tob kATjQovL kat TOD AaoD eig évétnra.
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H d¢ Nuetéga Metowotng améotele kat apxas ws "E&agxov avtig todv
Teowrarov MntgomoAitnv F'aAdiag kigov EppavouiA, moookAnBeioa meog tovTo
ETUOT|UWGS, OLVUPWVWS TEOS TOV B' Gpov oL Tépov Avtokedading, duk ToL ard 10ng
OxtwPBoilov &. & yoauupatog tng vuetéoag Tegdtrog, Umd Tv OWOTTA TOL
Tomomnentov, altnoauévng v "cvpunAEwWoy Tov &QOUoL T@v Tegapx@v - peAdv
™m¢ Teoag Tuvodov ¢ ExkAnoiag (O)Np@v, dote ai anodaoels avthg va ANt
a6 érutayds twv Tegwv Kavéovwv g Ayiag uav 0OpB0déEov ExkAnoiag", atltiveg
anopacels dPewpwv eig v mARowow TG xneevovons Teoas AQxLemoKOTTG
IModyag, un kataotacav €&v Téder duvvativ Adyw Ui TANQWOEWS TAV
nEoPAemopévwv VMO TV Oeiwv kal LEgOV KavOvwv KOUeiwv @ mEos Tolg
neotabévrag voyndiovg dia v Béow TavTV, Wg VmoPaAAet 1) avtov Tegotng, 6
MnroomoAitng I'aAAiag, év ) OrmoPAnOeion Muiv €xtevel kal AemtopeQel éxBéoel
avTOoV.

OpoAoyovuev, adeAdé, 6t 11 Mo ExkAnoia Avmnfeioa dd v
TOLOVTOTEOTIWG  €EeALxOeloav, oUXi wg Avepévetro kal wg Ba €del, kataoTaow,
E0UVEXLOE TO OPENETIKOV OTOQYIKOV €vdladéQov avthg, kal avtamokgBeloa kai
avlig eic v dd oL amod g 22ag OktwPoiov €. €. YoAuuatos TEOoKANOWY TS
vuetéoag Tegdmrog améoteev, Muetéoa TEOTAOEL Kal amoddoel Luvodikn, e
Hagatmentag kai ZvuBovAovg tovs Tepwtatovg adeAdois MntoomoAitag I'aAAlag
kUQLov EppavounA kai Avotpiag k0gov Agoéviov, oftves kal magéotnoav &ig Tag
¢oyaoiag g ovveABovong ) 91 AekeuPoiov ¢.£. Tepag Luvddov thc Aywwrtdrng
ExxAnoilag g Toexiag kai ZAoPakiag, aidvdiwg Eudavicbéviwv, d&vev
TIQOOKANOEWS, dAQKOVOWV TAOV E0YaoidV TNG Luvoedov E€kmMEOoWnwv Kal Trg
Aywrtdtng ExkAnoilag t¢ Pwooiag -diegwtwpeda év mola kavovik] &oaye
aQuodoTTy (dati dév ExANBOnoav év tolvT) MEQIMTWOEL Kal ékMQOTWTOL TV
AAAwV katd témovg 0eB0d6Ewv ExkAnouov;)-, ws émAngodorifnuev ¢£ dvadooag
TV EENUEVWYV EKTIQOTWTIWV TJUV.

Enucotvawvoivteg, Aowmév, kabnkdvrws kai év i) iddmrL fuav wg Iookadbn-
pévou g Mntog buwv ExkAnoiag kai wg vméxovtog €v tovtw eVBVVNY, kai Edg
™V Ouetéoav dyamnmiv Tegdmta did t@v petd xepag éykvkAiwv IatouaQxik@v
Nuov F'oapudtwv dudnAodpev v EknmAnéw kai v dmogiav dik té yevoueva xai
TQOTEQOV UéV, dia Suws kata v teAevtaiav ovvedpiav e Tegag Luvodov g
OpboddEov 'ExkAnoing Toexiag kai LAoBakiag, Mg KATAoTATEWS o&uvOeiong péxot
S mavoews e Vuetégag TegdtnTog amd g Béoews tov TomotnEnTol oUX( duk
KAVOVIKQV, AAAQ uaAAov OU aduxdavav kai adlevkQuvijotwy ddkaotov, we dk
YOAUUATWVY VU@V Katnyyeidete 1@ mAnowpatt e avtdbi ExkAnoiag xai
EVEUTEQOV T& Yevopeva oUXL katd TV kavovikiv taéwv kal dxoiBelav, pé
anoteAéopa va EmameAftal, g duxBouAsitay -&v ur &dnuovgynon Ndn év
nEA&EL- 1) duoveyia oxlouatog év tois kéAToK s katd Toexilav kai LAoBakiav
ExkAnoiag, 6meg 0AéOoov TéoOV dd TOV ieQdv Beopdv avtig, dd OV
euneriotevpévov avti 0pB6doEov Aadv t0b Ocob dAAG Kal did v pagTLEiav Thg
Mg kat Eviaiag Op00d6&ov ExkAnoiag medg T0v kOoHOV.
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Oa ovudpwvnon achadws kal 1) Vuetéoa Tepdtng OtL at uny duvapevatr AAAwg
va xapaktnewobovv évépyewat atat amoteAovv évdelfes un UyLlovg AettovQyiag tov
LuvodikoL Beouov kal TOL  AvTOdWWKITOL TOATEDpATOS g  OpBoddEov
AvtokedaAov tomikrc ExkkAnoiag, yeyovog 6meQ TQEOKAAEL MOKIAQ EQWTNHATIKA
katl dnoplag eig EuPoideic kavovoAdyouvs, BeoAdyous kat Tegapxag, 6dNyet d€ eig 0
ovurégaoua Ot To avtokédaiov e vuetéoas avtdOL ExkAnoiag dokpudletal, &te
u1l TANQEOVHEVWY TV OXETIKWV KAVOVIKQV KOLTNEiwv, &v t@v Omolwv kal O
Baowwrtatov elval 1 ikavotne avtokedpaAov tvoc ExkAnoiag 6nws avtodowntat
dux ¢ Tepapxiag avTNC, OVOMNG WEIHOVL KAl Ikavig OTWS AVAdELKVUT] KAVOVIKWS TA
WEAN avTNG KAl TOV peTald avt@v TEOEdEOV kal TETOV avTNG, TS Kavotng év
TIQOKEUEVQ €K TV OLUPAVTWV TiBeTtal év ApudPOAw. To yeyovdg tovto 0dnyel v
Mntéoa ExxkAnoiav eigc v dvoxeon Béow g avalnmoews dAAwv TEdTWV
AVTIUETOTOEWS TG OnuiovoynBeiong kal o&uvoupévne oOonuéoat &kQUOpOL
KATAOTAOEWS, OVUPWVWG TEOG Tovg Belovg kai tegovs kavovag kai v
MEUAQTUONUEVT)V LOTOQKWS Ttaddooty TG ExkAnoiag.

‘H dnuwovoynBeioa kai ééeAlooopévn kataotaols altn Avnovxel peyYAAws,
énavaAappavopev, 6 Oucovpevicov Iatouxpxeiov, 6 O6molov eig Tooattag Buvoiag
TIEOERT D TV €V Akur) TEdodov kai katd Oedv evnueQiav TNS TOTKNAG VHAV
ExxAnolag, ép’ @ kai mootoénopeba kat a&ovpev petd tov Tegov Xpuoootduov
«ExxAnoia ovomuatos kai ovvodov éotiv dvoua» (Eig tov oud' WaAuov, P.G.
55,493) xai vroptpuvriokopev DUV 100G Adyouvs ato Gt ovte T alpa Tod pagQTuEiov
0év Ba xataot) ikavov kai dév Ba agréon va éEadeidn v auagtiav 0D oxioat
wwa v ExkAnoiav.

‘O0¢v, kaAoLpev adnavtag 00 év XQLot® &deAdovs tolg anoteAodviag té
wéAn mg Tegag Luvoédov s kata Toexiav kai LAoBakiav Aywwrtdtng Oeboddéov
Avtokepadov ExkAnoiag 6nws avaroywBool tas dg vméxouvv kal énwpilovrat
évarov Ocov kai advBownwv evBVVAS kai, oToLXoUVTES TOlG kKaBopoAoynOeiol katd
mv &ic Emiokomov €ékaotog xewpotoviav avtod, ouveQynowaot 6 katd dvvauw, va
un elmwpev 16 Oég dvvauw, €kactog, év aydamn Xowotov, év ovvaAAnAia, év
ovveQyaoia kat év ouovoiq, &g v QUOHOW TOV ATIACXOAOUVTWY TV TTROOMIAT
TOTUKNV Vp@V ExkAnoiav tadmmyv onovdailwv meQotacak@v {ntpdtwy, 1ot g
apéoov €kAoyng Agxlemiokomov Iodyag kai elta Iookabnuévov tg ExkAnoiag
Vp@V, iva TakToTom0@ot Td ToD avTdoE VHETEQOL Olkov Kal (va unj émaAnBevn) kal
dU vuag 1) Bedmvevotog Iateokn pfois: «Kal yao d&v einuev &g dAnbag maviwv
avBownwv dronwratol, oxiopaot kai katatopaic ExkAnowwv épnddouevor kai ur
TV ovvadelay TV HEAOV TOD OWHATOS TOU XQUOTOU TO HEYOTOV TV dyaBdv
TBépevor (MeydAov Baokeiov, EmotoAr] 156, Evayoiw moeoPutéow, P.G.32,613C)
Kat, TéAog, tva ur eved”) 6 maviegog Oikovpevikds Bdvog el v ddfjoLtov ARV
ObeAeTiknv  Avaykny AvTipeTwnioews AAAéws ToD dvaxOpavtog CnTruartos.
HagakaAovuev 0é Duac adeAPk@s Omws i) didnte tomMOV elg Tac évegyeiag tob
HLOOKAAOVD, «tva ur) Té kakdOv XelQov yévntaw.



H Mnmo ExxAnola, Tegwrtate adeAdé, katd v kavovikiv taéwv kai
axQifelav, VmoxQeoLTAL €K TV TOAYMATWVY, EmavaAapuBdvouev, va Umnoeth
Ovowotikwg v mavopBodofov ad’ évdg évomra, Tv evotdBewv Oé kal
eunueiav ékaotng tomkng OeBoddEOL ExkAnoiag ¢€ éTéoov, TolouToTEdTWS dé VA
TEXVOLQYT) AYIOTATEQIKGWS TNV 0WTNEwwdn mogelav s Muag kai Eviailag Ayiag
Ogbodotiag, dxegawdvovoa év dhadeAdia 1) ExkAnoia KwvotavtivoumdAewc
opeteTikws 0 HEHWAWTIOUEVOV 1] HWAOTULOHEVOV KaTd KaQovs opa kai
AToKaBoTWoA TV «EVOTNTA TOD TVEVHATOS €V TQ) OLVIETUW TAG EIQTIVNG».

Ovdapas dudiBardouey 6t 1) dvwtéow untowr) ékkAnois tov OikovpevikoDd
Hatowxoxetov xat 7N TNatouxoxkyy Mp@v mEoowrikyy moteor] BéAovov elpel
eU1KOOV 00G €V TQ MAQOVTL HAALOTA KAQQ TNG «UEYAANS XQeln ThG omovdig Kai
TOAANG ¢ emupedeing evegyemOnvar Tt tds 'ExkAnoiog. Evegyeoia d¢ éotwv
Evwbnval td téwg dieomaouévar (Meyddov Baoweiov 113, Toic év Tago®
noeoPutégos, P.G. 32,525C-D), d6 «kai amekdexopeba v AvaAnbw TV
TIQOOTIKOVOGWV ATO HEQOVS Twv avtddL Tepaox@v mEwToBovAlV kal v dueoov
évnuéoworv kai Mg Mnteds ExkAnoiag.

Evxopevol ént tovtoig ) Ouetéoa Tepdtntt dmws 6 Gdnyoag Tovg udyoug
0LEAVIOG Ao €ig TEooKLVNOV Tob Btiov Boédous katevBuvn Tds davoing kai
dwrtion tée oréels DUV maviwv ta@v év Toexia kal ZAoBaxia eic émutéAeowy oD
déovTog Kat EmBardopévou mEdg EmkQATNOY TAG €lQNVNG Kal TG evdokiag év toig
KOATT0IG Th)S avTo0L VeB0ddE0L ExkAnaiag, émkaAovpeda édp’ Dpag v Xaow kai

16 amewpov "EAeog tob BOeov.
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Prot. No. 1127

Your Eminence Metropolitan Simeon of Olomouc and Brno, dearly
beloved and precious brother in Christ our God and concelebrant of our

Modesty: grace and peace from God be with you.

It is well known and substantiated, both from church history but even
from the development of the militant Church in the world through the ages
to this day, that our Most Holy Apostolic and Patriarchal Ecumenical
Throne, in addition to its other privileges and responsibilities, also possesses
the dutiful ministry and concern for the stability and godly welfare as well as
the uninterrupted continuity of the salvific service toward humanity among
all local Most Holy Orthodox Churches. Moreover, it always practices what
is appropriate, with proper consequences with regard to the principles of the
Orthodox canonical order and tradition, serving their interests as best
understood whether for the prevention or the solution to every possible or
probable deviation from the established boundaries, which were put into
place by our fathers and synodally ratified by the Church in the Holy Spirit.

In accordance with this canonical and ecclesiological principle, the
Holy Mother and Great Church of Christ, after duly assessing the request of
the late Archbishop Dorotheus of Prague and All the Czech Lands and
Slovakia, of blessed memory, making use of its exclusive canonical
responsibility and right, deemed that the Orthodox Church in the Czech
Lands and Slovakia then fulfilled all of the prerequisite canonical criteria for
its elevation to the status of an autocephalous and self-administered Church,

thereby blessing its autocephaly in 1998 by means of our Patriarchal and

Synodal Tome.



As known, together with the transmission of the light of Orthodox
truth almost twelve centuries ago to the peoples of this region, as well as to
the entire wider Moravia, the Mother Church of Constantinople also
proceeded with all these actions and canonical acts, while creating the
autocephalous Church of the Czech Lands and Slovakia with many
sacrifices and risks, in order that the latter may continue to grow on a firm
rock and foundation in its salvific mission, with maturity, for the edification
of the body of Christ, the Orthodox faithful.

As witnessed by the extensive correspondence between the two
Churches, especially recently, the Mother Church has always closely
followed the ecclesiastical situation pursuant to the submission of
resignation by His Beatitude Archbishop Christopher, until a short time ago
the head of the Church there, which has not unfolded fluently, as might have
been expected, making every effort to support the Hierarchy, the clergy and
the people to maintain unity.

Indeed, our Modesty originally sent as its Exarch His Eminence
Metropolitan Emmanuel of France, following formal invitation, according to
the 9™ paragraph of the Tome of Autocephaly, expressed in the letter dated
October 10, 2013, from Your Eminence, in your capacity as Locum Tenens,
wherein you requested “the realization of the number of Hierarchs-members
of the Holy Synod of [y]our Church, so that its decisions may fulfill the
charges of the Sacred Canons of our Holy Orthodox Church,” which
decisions pertained to filling the vacant Holy Archdiocese of Prague, which
ultimately was impossible because the proposed candidates for this position
did not fulfill the prerequisite criteria foreseen by the sacred and holy
canons, as reported by His Eminence the Metropolitan of France in his

lengthy and detailed report submitted to us.



Dear brother, we confess that the Mother Church was disappointed
about such a development in the situation in an unexpected and improper
manner. Nevertheless, it continued its dutiful and caring concern, responding
once again to the invitation extended in writing by Your Eminence in your
letter dated October 22, 2013, sending — at our proposal and the Synod’s
decision — our brothers, Their Eminences Metropolitans Emmanuel of
France and Arsenios of Austria, as Observers and Advisors, who also
attended the deliberations of the Holy Synod of the Most Holy Church of the
Czech Lands and Slovakia, which met on December 9, 2013, where there
suddenly appeared, without being invited, during the Synodal sessions,
representatives also of the Most Holy Church of Russia — in fact, we wonder
in what canonical capacity? (After all, why were the representatives of the
other local Orthodox Churches not invited as well?) — as we were informed
in the report of our abovementioned representatives.

Therefore, we too are obliged to communicate with Your beloved
Eminence, in our capacity as First-Hierarch of Your Mother Church and as
the one who bears responsibility in this matter, by means of this encyclical
Patriarchal Letter, in order to declare our surprise and dismay for these
occurrences both in the earlier instance but particularly during the last
meeting of the Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church of the Czech Lands and
Slovakia, a situation that was exacerbated until the termination of Your
Eminence from the position of Locum Tenens not through a canonical
process, but rather through nontransparent and indiscernible means, as you
denounced in writing to the plenitude of the Church there and more broadly
regarding the events that did not occur in accordance with canonical order
and precision. As a result, there are rumors about the threat — if it has not

already actually taken place — of the creation of schism within the embrace



of the Church of the Czech Lands and Slovakia, which would prove
disastrous for its sacred institution, for the Orthodox people of God entrusted
to it, as well as for the witness of the One and United Orthodox Church to
the world.

Surely Your Eminence will also agree that these actions, which cannot
otherwise be described, comprise indications of an unhealthy functioning of
the Synodal institution and the self-administered status of a local Orthodox
Autocephalous Church. This fact raises diverse questions and queries for
knowledgeable canon lawyers, theologians and Hierarchs, while leading to
the conclusion that the autocephaly of your Church there is experiencing
tribulation, inasmuch as the relevant canonical criteria are not being met, one
of the most fundamental of which is the ability of an autocephalous Church
to be self-administered by its Hierarchy, which should be mature and
capable to canonically recognize its members as well as the president and
first-hierarch among them. It is this ability that is now questioned by the
events that occurred. All this leads the Mother Church to the unfortunate
position of seeking other ways of resolving irregular situation, which has
been created and increasingly intensified, in accordance with the sacred and
holy canons as well as historically substantiated tradition of the Church.

We repeat that this emerging and evolving situation greatly disturbs
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, which has undergone so many sacrifices for the
excellent progress and godly welfare of your local Church. Wherefore, we
exhort and stipulate, in the words of St. John Chrysostom, that “the
reputation of a Church lies in its synodal system” (On Psalm 149,
PG55.493), reminding you also of his words that not even the blood of
martyrdom can ever suffice to erase the sin of someone who brings schism
to the Church.






